
MEDTERM101: Medical Terminology

Medical Terminology

Course Text

Bostwick, Paula. Medical Terminology: Learning Through Practice, 2nd edition.
McGraw-Hill, 2024. ISBN: 9781264898992

The text is provided digitally as part of the course enrollment. Students may find
used, new, or rental print copies by searching for the ISBN.

Course Description

This introductory course explores the essential language used by healthcare
professionals using a system-based approach. Upon completion of this course,
students will be able to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of medical
terminology commonly used in healthcare, enabling them to interpret and employ
these terms accurately and responsibly in clinical settings to enhance
communication and patient care.

Learning Outcomes

After completing this course, students will be able to:

1. Define medical terms by evaluating and analyzing their word parts.
2. Develop the ability to accurately pronounce, spell, and use medical terms in

real-world healthcare contexts.
3. Gain proficiency in breaking down and understanding complex medical

terms, including word roots, prefixes, and suffixes.
4. Distinguish common medical abbreviations and acronyms.
5. Interpret medical terms that apply to body systems, diagnosis, disease,

and treatment accurately.
6. Apply acquired knowledge to communicate effectively with patients and

other healthcare professionals.
7. Explore anatomical and physiological terminology to comprehend the

structure and function of the human body.
8. Study common diseases, conditions, and treatment procedures and their

related medical terminology.
9. Understand the ethical and responsible use of medical terminology to avoid

miscommunication, errors, and potential patient harm.
10. Develop critical thinking skills to deduce the meanings of unfamiliar medical

terms and stay current with evolving healthcare language.



Course Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course.

Important Terms

In this course, different terms are used to designate tasks:

Proctoring: all final exams require proctoring which can be completed
conveniently from your home. A webcam is required.
Tutoring: memberships include online tutoring for students to access with
any content/subject related questions in the place of faculty. If your tutor is
not able to answer your questions please contact a student advisor.
Knowledge Check: An ungraded opportunity to check your understanding
before moving on to the next topic.
Exam: A longer, cumulative graded online assessment.

Course Evaluation Criteria

Your score provides a percentage score and letter grade for each course. A
passing percentage is 70% or higher. 

There are a total of 1000 points in the course:

Topic Assessment Points LOs

5 Graded Quiz 1 150 1-4, 5, 9

10 Midterm Exam 200 5, 6, 7, 8

14 Graded Quiz 2 150 5, 6, 7, 8

18 Case Analysis 200 1-10

18 Final Exam 300 1-8

Total  1000

Course Roadmap*

*Graded items in bold

# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
1 The Language

of Medicine
Discuss the
history of



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Learning
Terminology,
Word Roots,
and Combining
Forms

Spelling and
Pronunciations
of Medical
Terms
Forming Medical
Terms
Word Roots and
Combining
Forms
Pluralizing
Terms
Using Medical
Terminology
and Its
Different Forms

medical
terminology and
how terms are
developed
Describe the
importance of
pronunciation
and spelling in
medical
terminology.
Illustrate the
four-word parts
used to build
medical terms.
Describe the
process of
pluralizing
terms.
Recognize and
use medical
terminology and
its different
forms.

Chapter 1
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 1
Flashcards
Chapter 1
Knowledge
Check 

2

Prefixes

Prefixes
Prefixes Related
to Size and
Quantity
Prefixes Related
to Position or
Location
Prefixes Related
to Time
Prefixes Related
to Presence or
Quality
Additional
Miscellaneous
Medical Prefixes

Describe the
role of the
prefix in
medical
terminology.
Identify
common
medical prefixes
related to size
and quantity.
Describe
common
medical prefixes
related to
position or
location.
Identify
common
medical prefixes
related to time. 
Identify
common
medical prefixes
related to
presence or
quality.

Chapter 2
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 2
Flashcards
Chapter 2
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Describe
common
miscellaneous
medical
prefixes.

3

Suffixes

Suffixes
Suffixes Related
to Sensation
and Feelings
Suffixes Related
to Body
Processes
Suffixes Related
to Body Parts or
Chemical
Elements
Suffixes Related
to Surgical or
Procedural
Processes
Suffixes Related
to Pathology or
Diagnosis
Additional
Miscellaneous
Medical Suffixes

Describe how
suffixes are
used to form
medical terms.
Identify and
apply common
medical suffixes
related to
sensation and
feelings. 
Identify and
apply common
medical suffixes
related to
conditions or
symptoms.
Identify and
apply common
medical suffixes
related to body
processes. 
Identify and
apply common
medical suffixes
related to body
parts or
chemical
elements.
Identify and
apply common
medical suffixes
related to
surgical or
procedural
processes.
Identify and
apply common
medical suffixes
related to
pathology or
diagnosis.
Identify and
apply common
miscellaneous

Chapter 3
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 3
Flashcards
Chapter 3
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
medical
suffixes. 

4 The Human
Body: An
Orientation

Body Structure
and
Organization
Body Cavities
Directional
Terms, Planes,
and Regions
Abbreviations

Understand the
elements of
human body
organization
and structure
from the cellular
to the system
level.
Identify and
locate the body
cavities and list
organs that are
contained within
each cavity. 
Describe the
directional
terms, planes,
regions of the
body, and body
positions. 
Identify
commonly used
abbreviations
related to the
human body
organization
and regions of
the body.

Chapter 4
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 4
Flashcards
Chapter 4
Knowledge
Check

5

The
Integumentary
System

Major Terms
Describing the
Structure and
Function of the
Skin and Body
Membranes
Word Building
in the Skin and
Body
Membranes
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms

Identify parts of
the skin and
body
membranes and
discuss the
function of each
part. 
Identify the
major word
parts used in
building words
that relate to
the skin and
body
membranes.
Define the
major
pathological

Chapter 5
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 5
Flashcards
Chapter 5
Knowledge
Check
Graded
Quiz 1



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

conditions of
the skin and
membranes
Define surgical
terms related to
the skin and
body
membranes. 
Explain common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
skin and body
membranes.
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the skin and
body
membranes

6

The
Musculoskeletal
System

Structure and
Function of the
Musculoskeletal
System
Word Building
in the
Musculoskeletal
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Identify the
parts of the
musculoskeletal
system and
discuss the
function of each
part.
Define
combining
forms used in
building words
that relate to
the
musculoskeletal
system. 
Identify
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
musculoskeletal
system. 

Chapter 6
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 6
Flashcards
Chapter 6
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Define surgical
terms related to
the
musculoskeletal
system. 
Discuss
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
musculoskeletal
system. 
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the
musculoskeletal
system. 

7

The Nervous
System

Structure and
Function of the
Nervous System
Word Building
in the Nervous
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmocological
Terms
Abbreviations

Identify the
parts of the
nervous system
and discuss the
function of each
part.
Recall the major
word parts used
in building
words that
relate to the
nervous
system. 
Identify the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory test,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
nervous
system. 
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of

Chapter 7
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 7
Flashcards
Chapter 7
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
the nervous
system.
Recognize
common
pathological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
nervous
system. 
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the nervous
system. 

8

The Sensory
System

Structure and
Function of the
Sensory System
Word Building
in the Sensory
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Identify the
parts of the
sensory system
and discuss the
function of each
part. 
Define
combining
forms used in
building words
that relate to
the sensory
system. 
Recall the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in treating
disorders of the
sensory system.
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of
the sensory
system. 
Define the
surgical terms
related to the
sensory system.

Chapter 8
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 8
Flashcards
Chapter 8
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
sensory system.
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the sensory
system. 

9 The Endocrine
System

Structure and
Functions of the
Endocrine
System
Word Building
in the Endocrine
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Recall the parts
of the endocrine
system and
discuss the
function of each
part. 
Define
combining
forms used in
building words
that relate to
the endocrine
system. 
Recall the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
to test the
endocrine
system. 
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of
the endocrine
system. 
Define surgical
terms related to
the endocrine
system.
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in

Chapter 9
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 9
Flashcards
Chapter 9
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
treating
disorders of the
endocrine
system.
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the endocrine
system. 

10 Midterm Exam
Midterm
Exam

11 The Blood Structure and
Function of the
Blood System
Word Building
in the Blood
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Identify the
parts of the
blood system
and discuss the
function of each
part.
Recall the major
word parts used
in building
words that
relate to the
blood system. 
Identify the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
blood system. 
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of
the blood
system. 
Explain the
meaning of
surgical terms
related to the
blood system. 
Recognize
common
pathological

Chapter 10
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 10
Flashcards
Chapter 10
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
blood system. 
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the blood
system.

12 The
Cardiovascular
System

Structure and
Function of the
Cardiovascular
System
Word Building
in the
Cardiovascular
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Common
Pharmacological
Terms and the
Cardiovascular
System
Abbreviations

Identify and
discuss the
structure and
function of the
cardiovascular
system.
Define
combining
forms used in
building words
that relate to
the
cardiovascular
system.
Summarize
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
cardiovascular
system. 
Define the
major
pathological
terms of the
cardiovascular
system. 
Define the
surgical terms
related to the
cardiovascular
system.
Recognize
common
pharmacological

Chapter 11
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 11
Flashcards
Chapter 11
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
agents used to
treat disorders
of the
cardiovascular
system. 
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the
cardiovascular
system.

13 The Respiratory
System

Structure and
Function of the
Respiratory
System
Word Building
in the
Respiratory
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Identify the
parts of the
respiratory
system and
discuss the
function of each
part. 
Recognize the
major word
parts used in
building words
that relate to
the respiratory
system.
Identify
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
respiratory
system.
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of
the respiratory
system.
Explain the
meaning of
surgical terms
related to the
respiratory
system.

Chapter 12
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 12
Flashcards
Chapter 12
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
respiratory
system. 
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the respiratory
system.

14 The Lymphatic
System and
Body Defense

Structure and
Function of the
Lymphatic and
Immune
Systems
Word Building
in the
Lymphatic and
Immune
Systems
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Identify the
parts of the
lymphatic and
immune
systems and
discuss the
function of each
part. 
Recognize the
major word
parts used in
building words
that relate to
the lymphatic
and immune
systems.
Identify the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
lymphatic and
immune
systems. 
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of
the lymphatic
and immune
systems. 

Chapter 13
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 13
Flashcards
Chapter 13
Knowledge
Check
Graded
Quiz 2



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
Explain the
meaning of
surgical terms
related to the
lymphatic and
immune
systems. 
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
lymphatic and
immune
systems. 
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the lymphatic
and immune
systems. 

15 The Digestive
System and
Body
Metabolism

Structure and
Function of the
Digestive
System
Word Building
in the Digestive
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Describe the
basic function
and structure of
the digestive
system and
body
metabolism.
Recognize the
major word
parts used in
building words
that relate to
the digestive
system. 
Recall the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in treating
disorders of the
digestive
system. 
Define the
major

Chapter 14
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 14
Flashcards
Chapter 14
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
pathological
conditions of
the digestive
system. 
Define surgical
terms related to
the digestive
system.
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
digestive
system.
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the digestive
system. 

16 The Urinary
System

Structure and
Function of the
Urinary System
Word Building
in the Urinary
System
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Describe the
parts of the
urinary system
and discuss the
function of each
part. 
Recognize the
major word
parts used in
building words
that relate to to
the urinary
system. 
Identify and
understand the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
urinary system. 
Define the
major

Chapter 15
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 15
Flashcards
Chapter 15
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
pathological
conditions of
the urinary
system.
Define the
surgical terms
related to the
urinary system.
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
urinary system.
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the urinary
system.

17 The
Reproductive
System

Structure and
Function of the
Male and
Female
Reproductive
Systems
Word Building
in the Male and
Female
Reproductive
Systems
Diagnostic,
Procedural, and
Laboratory
Terms
Pathological
Terms
Surgical Terms
Pharmacological
Terms
Abbreviations

Recognize the
parts of the
male and
female
reproductive
systems and
discuss the
function of each
part.
Recall the major
word parts used
in building
words that
relate to the
male and
female
reproductive
systems.
Identify the
common
diagnostic tests,
laboratory tests,
and clinical
procedures used
in testing and
treating
disorders of the
male and

Chs 16 & 17
Reading
Presentation
Chapter 16
Flashcards
Chapter 16
Knowledge
Check
Chapter 17
Flashcards
Chapter 17
Knowledge
Check



# Topic Subtopics Objectives Assignments
female
reproductive
systems. 
Define the
major
pathological
conditions of
the male and
female
reproductive
systems
Recall the
meaning of
surgical terms
related to the
male and
female
reproductive
systems.
Recognize
common
pharmacological
agents used in
treating
disorders of the
male and
female
reproductive
systems.
Identify
common
abbreviations
associated with
the male and
female
reproductive
systems. 

18 Case Analysis
& Final Exam

Final Exam

Case Analysis
Back to Top


